Grand of Michigan
MILITARY ORDER OF THE COOTIE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

·   Minutes of Grand Convention held on 21 May 2022. PT-32, VFW Post 3243 Fenton, MI.
·   Joint M.O.C./M.O.C.A. opening called to order @ 0900 (9:00PM) by Grand Commander Russell Makowski.    

(Grand Cmdr) Welcome to the Grand of Michigan Convention. Please rise for the pledge and opening prayer. Provost Marshall Wade, please begin the opening ceremony. 

(Grand Cmdr) Comrade Chaplain, please lead us in the opening prayer.
(Grand Cmdr) Thank you both. We will be trying a new format this year. We want everyone to have fun and frolic. Our schedule as distributed, will be as follows; Joint Opening is now until 9:30am. The Memorial Service follows directly until 10:00am. From 10:00am till Lunch 11:30am we will be having fun JOINTLY. And you will have a lousy time! We will play Cootie Trivia and you can win beautiful prizes! Bring your change; extra pesos and francs! We are raising funds for the VFW National Home for Children Cedar Point Trip sponsored by the Grand of Michigan and Sandusky Ohio VFW Post. Dig deep and be generous please. After fun time, lunch starts at 11:30am and ends before 1:00pm. We will then return to our respective areas to conduct nominations, elections and installations, along with a short CofA for the upcoming year budget. We both need to complete our business sessions on/or before 3:00pm because at 3:30 we will have cake, coffee and drinks. I hope you all have fun this Convention and start the new year with passion and vigor! 
I, with the help of our President Jean Beck, will now introduce our M.O.C. and V.F.W. Department of Michigan visitors. From M.O.C. Supreme we have Olin Parks. From M.O.C.A. Supreme we have Conductor Dave Johnson. From The V.F.W. Department of Michigan we have QM/Adjutant Derek Blumke. From the V.F.W. Auxiliary we have President Stephanie Kruger. Other Supreme M.O.C. Officers in attendance is Supreme Commander Special Projects Chairman and ByLaws Committee member Eddie Dandridge Sr. and Eric Bell Supreme Hospital Commissioner. 

(Grand Cmdr) Would any of the visitors will to address the Grand with a few statements or choice words? If none, Let us begin with the Memorial Service. (Grand Commanders words or quick remarks.
After that follow Chaplain’s program. At the completion of the service, start next). 

(Grand Cmdr) Now we shall enter into our Shenanigans time for fun and frolic. I now turn the festivities over to PGC Eric Bell as the Fun MC.
M.O.C. Convention. 

(Grand Cmdr) Welcome to the Grand of Michigan Convention. We will be following Cootie Rules, up until the Election and voting. Nits will seek their seams and give their attention to the business of the day. Nits will display the sign of incubation. (Sign of Incubation – One pant leg rolled up.). 

(Grand Cmdr) Blanket Bum Powell, what are the first symptoms of an Atom?

(BB) An itching to become a Nit.

(Grand Cmdr) Hide Gimlet Heraty, what is a Nit?

(HG) A Comrade closer than a brother or a sister.

(Grand Cmdr) Provost Marshal Wade, what steps must be taken by an Atom?

(PM) Backwards steps.

(Grand Cmdr) Jimmy Legs PGC Henderson, what is the first great duty of all true Nits?

(JL) To increase and multiply.

(Grand Cmdr) Nits, let us all attend to that important duty and cause some Atom to take these backward steps at our next Scratch. Nits will prepare to prove they are entitled to be present at this

CofA. BB, HG and PM check identification. Cootie Card and VFW Card will be checked. 
(BB or PM) We find all Cooties present lousy and therefore entitled to remain.

(Grand Cmdr) Being satisfied that all present are crummy, and that we are all therefore on an equal footing, I, the most crummy of all, for the time being, do declare this Scratch open for business,

and each and every Nit who has anything to offer for the good of the order or the members thereof shall be duly bound to present it for consideration. We will now proceed with the regular order of business. (Two raps of the gavel – All rise.)
(Grand Cmdr) Sky Pilot White please provide the opening prayer.
(SP) O Thou Great and Eternal God, We are reminded there are times of sorrow and of joy, times when we should be quiet and times we should be heard. We would pray Thy blessing on our beloved military order. In these days of great concern, help us to assert ourselves when we should and to accomplish our purposes without offense to our fellow veterans. Give us the insight we pray Thee to have all concern for sick comrades not only by material giving but also showing concern by praying for them and their dependents. As we look to the days ahead, may we by our faithfulness to the VFW advance its cause and programs and by so doing also advance our cause. May we serve our beloved order and our comrades in such a way that we will receive eternal life as our reward, so help me God. Amen.

(Grand Cmdr) Provost Marshal Wade, Sound first call and lead the pledge.
·   Salute and Pledge of Allegiance.
(Grand Cmdr) Grand Adjutant, please read the Rules of the Convention.
(Grand Adj) Blah, blah, blah (see attached).
(Grand Cmdr) Hungry Cootie PGC Bell, you will call the roll of Shavetails with Pup Tent strength and how the Grand officers will be voting. For example, as the Officer or with the Pup Tent. (P.M. answers present for those absent and absent for those present.).
·   Roll call of Officers:   
PGCs, Present- E. Sanders, G. Anger, L. Boydston, L. Gibbons. Excused- E. Paulin (32), R. Wilson (32), M. Breese (24), B. Bastian (32), J. Miller (24). Absent- E. Tefft (14), R. Routhier Jr. (17), D. Martindale (24), H. Whittemore (14), E. Bell (21), P. Henderson (17), E. Dandridge Sr. (32), R. Makowski (12).

Grand Officers, Present-. Excused- 2yr Trustee- PGC Miller (24), Inspector/VFW-MOCA Liaison/COY-SSOY/T&P- PGC Wilson (32), Resolution/ByLaws- PGC Breese (24), Budget/Finance- PGC Paulin (32), NHC Chair- B. Brennan (12), 1yr Trustee/Jimmy Legs- J. Schultz Jr. (21). Absent- Commander- PGC Makowski (12), SrVice/NHC Cootie Christmas/NHC Cedar Point- N. Powell (32), JrVice/NHC Cedar Point Comm- J. Heraty (21), QM/Membership- S. Houghton (32), Interim Chaplain- H. White (17), Judge Advocate- J. Adams (32), Surgeon/Blood- PGC H. Whittemore (14), Historian/Nitpicker Chair- PGC R. Routhier Jr. (17), Chief of Staff/Adjutant/2yr Trustee- PGC E. Bell (21), 3yr Trustee- PGC Tefft (14), 3yr Trustee- P. Heraty (21), Hospital Chair/1yr Trustee/Res-ByLaws Chair- PGC D. Martindale (24), Provost Marshall/Wind Jammer- R. Wade (32), Gold Brick Chair- PGC P. Henderson (17), GOPGC/Res-ByLaws Comm/Budget-Finance Comm- PGC E. Dandridge Sr. (32). 

VAVS Reps/Deps, Present- VA Iron Mountain Rep- K. Gaugh, Deputy- A. Huuki (96). Excused- VA Dingell Deputy- PGC M. Breese (24). Absent- VA Ann Arbor Rep- PGC E. Bell (21), Deputy- PGC R. Makowski (12), VA Dingell Rep- PGC D. Martindale (24), VA Saginaw Rep- PGC E. Dandridge Sr. (32), Deputy- PGC P. Henderson (17).

Pup Tents- PT-12 Seam Squirrel +1, PT-14 Seam Squirrel +7, PT-17 Sky Pilot +2, PT-21 C.C.D.B. +3, PT-24 One, PT-32 Seam Squirrel +5, Present PT-96.      
(HC) Commander, the roll has been called, absentees have been noted.
(Grand Cmdr) That is lousy. Introduce our visitors of note. (They will be afforded time to speak at Good of the Order).
PROCEED WITH REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS

·    Minutes of previous Scratch/CofA distributed. Any corrections of note? Accepted as distributed.
·    Is there a Cootie or a family of a Cootie in distress? PGC Robert Wilson (32), Frank Slagel (32) and PGP Patricia Thorsby (MOCA 32).
·    Report of the C.C.D.B. No report.
·    (Grand Cmdr) Grand Adjutant are there any communications? Yes. (Grand Adj reads Supreme Commander Parks’ Cootie Tickle. 
·    Reports of any committees. No reports.
Remember our National Home. 

(Grand Cmdr) (two raps) All rise. Sky Pilot White you will ask the divine blessing upon our National Home.
(SP) Uncover and parade rest. Almighty God, we ask Thy Divine blessing on the residents and children in our National Home. May Thy Divine spirit be within them forever, giving them health and guiding their lives. Trust us always, to honor our departed comrades. Amen. 
(Grand Cmdr) Attention, Cover. (one rap)

·    Report of the Hungry Cootie. No report.
·    Reading of any bills. None
·    Unfinished business. (x3) (Grand Cmdr) We shall revert to VFW Rules and open the floor for nominations of officers for the ensuing year. Is there a Support and a Maker? Motion Supported by PGC Mahlon Breese (24) and made by Gary Burns (32). Motion failed.
(Grand Adj)

(Elective officers of each Grand Pup Tent shall be a Commander, Senior Vice-Commander,

Junior Vice- Commander, Quartermaster, Judge Advocate, Surgeon, Chaplain, Historian and (5) additional CofA members).
Nominations are now open for;
Grand Commander- Nathaniel Powell (32) and PGC Russell Makowski (12); PGC Makowski declines.
Senior Vice Cmdr- Horace Frazier Jr. (32) and Jennifer Heraty (21); Both will serve.
Junior Vice Cmdr- Gary Burns (32)
Quartermaster- Shane Houghton (32)
Judge Advocate- PGC Russell Makowski (12)
Surgeon- PGC Harold Whittemore (14)
Chaplain- Hazel White (17)
Historian- PGC Robert Routhier Jr. (17)- Not available. PGC Robert Wilson (32) and PGC Eddie Dandridge Sr.; PGC Routhier dropped, PGC Dandridge declined.
(2) 3yr Trustees- PGC Don Martindale (24), PGC Robert Routhier Jr. (17)-dropped, and Jim Schultz Jr. (21). 
All are asked if elected would they serve. If only one candidate the Grand Adjutant casts on unanimous ballot for the candidate. If more than one, have the candidates come up to the podium and say just a few words, then caucus (5minutes). If there is a vote we will need (3) tally Officers (PGC’s). After which, Poll the Officers and Pup Tents for votes. 
Due to the fact that all positions have only one candidate, one unanimous vote was cast. Except for Sr Vice Commander. A vote will be made. Horace Frazier Jr. (20) and Jennifer Heraty (18).

(Grand Cmdr) (After each winner, congratulate them).
(Grand Cmdr) We shall now revert back to Cootie Rules. Is there a Motion and Support? Motion Made by Gary Burns (32) and Supported by PGC Eddie Dandridge Sr. (32). Motion Carried.
·    Good of the Scratch/CofA. (x3) 
·  Visitors to speak. 
After visitors speak, take a short recess to prepare for Installation.

(Outgoing Grand Cmdr) We will now have our installation. Will the Installing Officer be escorted to the podium please. (You will assist in the Installation).

After Installed (Grand Cmdr Elect) Thank you for Installing us and attending today, it is an honor for us to serve. We will approve our Budget at our next Grand Scratch/CofA, which will be in September, time and place to be determined.
CLOSING THE Convention
(Grand Cmdr Elect) Is there anything further to be brought before this Convention? (If no response – Raps gavel Twice).

(Grand Cmdr Elect) Cooties, attention! Provost Marshal retires the colors.

(PM) Salute the colors. Present Arms – Order Arms.

(Grand Cmdr Elect) Sky Pilot White – Closing Prayer. Uncover, Parade rest.

CLOSING PRAYER

(SP) O Heavenly Father, the Lord of life eternal, look upon us as we bring to a close this Scratch. Help us as we face the days ahead to do it with joy in our hearts and determination to live according to the precepts of our beloved order, which will enable us to enjoy all eternity.

Amen.

(Grand Cmdr Elect) Attention, Cover. Is there any matter of importance that has been overlooked? Is there any member of the Grand Pup Tent present who has not experienced the good feeling for which

this order was created? If not, I now declare this Convention of the Grand of Michigan Pup Tent adjourned without formalities to meet again Grand Scratch/CofA on/or about September 2022. Time and place TBD. Thank you to our Auxiliary and the Curtis-Wolverton VFW Post 3243 here in Fenton for such great hospitality and a great lunch. Thank you all for your attendance. We will now have our cake and eat it too!
In comradeship, 

//s// Eric Bell – Grand Adjutant (21)
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